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A Combine the use of referrals and your independent analysis t



http://www.sec.gov/investor/brokers.htm

Use a Custoclial Accoumnt

A Never write a check or wire funds directly to an investment
adviser to fund an account

A Custodial accounts aré®arty accounts that offer protection
by safekeeping cash and securities

A Make sure a potential custodian is a member of SIPC (the
Securities Investor Protection Corporation)

A To fund an account, cash and/or securities should only be ser
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custodian
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securities, consider consulting an estate planning attorney
who should be able to help protect your assets



Uncerstane Fiduciary Respensioility
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put your interests first
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A Financial advisers who are registered investment advisers wit
the SEC or one or more of the 50 states, do have fiduciary

responsibility



Restrict Eune Transiers
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accounts, whether the accounts are in your name or not

A Per SEC definition, if an adviser can extract a management fe
from your account, they have custody of your assets
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fee from your account, at minimum
I You should be notified of any fund transfer requests immediately

I Consult your custodian about receiving alerts and ensuring your
adviser can only extract the management fee to which you agreed
upon, and at the specific interval agreed upon
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planning attorney



Eelucate yoursali en Frauel

A Other resources include Fraud College, a-pofit
organization devoted to helping protect people from
fraud: http://www.fraudcollege.info



http://www.acfe.com/home.asp
http://www.fraudcollege.info/

The Best Defense is Financial Knowledge

A The fact that someone is a Senior Vice President, has a
securities license, professional certification or advanced
education, does not protect one from fraud
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I There are Certified Financial Planners (CFPs) and MBAs who cannot
manage a portfolio, and people without a college degree who can

A Your best defense is your financial knowledge

I The greater your financial knowledge, the better your ability to judge
the knowledge of others



